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Whether it be adviſeable, eſpecially for the Presbyte= 
rians, eitherin Conicience or Prudence, to take 
advantage from his Majeſties late Declaration, 
to Deny or Rebate their Communion with our 
Parochial Congregations , and to gather themſelves 
into diGFind aud ſeparate Churches 2 | 
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Happy is he that condemneth not himſelf in the 
thing which he alloweth, Rom 14. 22. 


i", 4 _— An —_— 


———_—z—_— 
» 


LONDON, 
Printed by &. and B. Griff. for James Collins,and ars 


 \ tobe foldby 4biſhaBrocas Bookſeller in Ex. 157 24 


The. Queſtion, 


"AK 
F954t 


wy, bt 
TOLERA TION 
| Not to be Abuſed. 
bo] OR, A 
SERIOUS QUESTION 
Soberly debated and Reſolved 


upon 
Paesbyterian Painciples, 


The Dueſtion Propoſed, Opened, and Stated. 


- FEY Buſineſs is not either to approve or cez- 
\/ BB are his Majeſties late Declarationof 1- 
= dalgence- But, finding many of the Noz- 
Conformiſts 1n doubt what to do, Ihave-yentured 
to conſider , what influence it ought to have #por: 
their PraFice, inthis freſent junGyre of Aﬀairs. 


The Qzeſtion in ſhort is this. 
Whether it be adviſeable, eerily fot 


the Presbyterians, either in Conſcience 
or Prudence, to take advantage from his Majefties 
late Declaration, to Deny or Rebate their Commu- 
ion with our Parochial Congregations, and to ga= 
ther themſelves into difind and leparate Churches 2 - 


1 take two things for granted : That they will 
chooſe ſome way or other, wherein they will defire 
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to worſhip Gad'tq m_ And that they canotbut 


underſtand 'the-Datlar4$5pr te Þbeaiveryitridt Propi- 
bition,of all fich Private Mectings, as the Law itiles 
Conventicles, Now, it ſeems to follow , that the 
Presbyterians, will cither joyn themſelves with the 
ScCt of Indeperndants. ; or f&t up for themſelves; or 
worſhip God with the reſ# of their Nezghbours , 1n 
their-ſeveral proper Parachial' Churches. And-the 
plain queſtion now is, which of theſe, is, In Conſciz 


_ ence Or Prudence, to bechoſen by them. 


For the Firſt, That the Presbyterians ſhould joyn 
them{elves to the Independents. I cannot ſuffer my 
{clf to believe or fear. This would beto tlic to the 
Tents of the 'Ememy; and tamely to deliver up the 


- Cauſe, that they have ſo /org and fo fiercely managed, 


both by Preſs and Palpit, in the face of the World. 
The presbyterian knows, this Adverſary may chonce 
and deceive him, but will never be recoxciledy or in 
the leaſt meaſure, yicld to him.Belides, the Scaxdalof 
quitting their former Profeſſzaz without any Satisfa- 
Fon is intollerable,and cannot teimagined.Efpectal- 
ty, conſidering that all Temptation foto dq is taken a- 
way by' the 'preſent indulgence; - which permits the 
Presbyterians to practice by "themſelves, and to ſave 
themſelves, ſo far, at leaſt, from their own 

- oor _ condemnation; who leng ſince concludedthe 
'Sett of Independency to bea great Schiſm. 

'For the Second, That the Presbyterians ſhould now 


"ſet wp for themſelves, and engage in a way of publick 


worſhip, cortradiſtin@ to our Parochial —_—_— 
ons, I cannot eaſily believe, [I am ſure they have zo 

reaſon to do It. | | 
I know'tis faid, That if they ſhould not make uſe 
of this /iberty granted them, they muſt ſeem to _ 
_ vale 


UI PORE; - | 
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valne-it,;and to be wngrateful to tlie gramter of it* 
This may Carry-ſome Colour with weak people, but 
every knowing and confidering man, ſees plainly, 
that 4h7s Argument begs three things, that are 
z0t to be granted, which a: e theſe. FE 
Firſt,. 1 -hat the ſe of this liberty inſuch a manner, 
1s good, -or .at leaſt, yot evil in it ſelf, Secondly , 
that Such me.tings will be grateful and plcaling to 
his Majeſty. Laſtly, That no greater Tnconveniz 
excies Will follow the ſe, then the Nox-uſe of it. 
For, though the X7izg be.pleaſed to grant them 
liberty to ſet np their Afectings, yet he doth not 
command them to take this liberty, ſo that notwith- 
ſtanding the Declaration , it is [tl] in their liberty, 
whether they will do.ſo, or not. Now , it ſeems 
moſt rcaſonable, Fir{t well to adviſe and conſider, 
what may be - the Conſequences of this new Experi=. 
21eat in Religion, before we trjie it, and whether 
the pra&ice of ſuch publick Congregations, in oppo- 
ſition or diſtintion to the E/tabliſÞment may not 
prove very izconverient both to our ſelves and the 


Church of God. And if upon a ferious werghing of 


the Caſe, we ſhall find reaſon ſoto judge , without 
doubt the Presbyterians:may thank, his Majeſtie for 
his kind Indulgence, and yet rule themſelves accor- 
cording to reaſox, with reſpe&to their own and the 
Churches interelt, without Colour of Ingratitude to 
him. 

And yet much rather if it do appear by the Kings 
Declaration, that he thereby intended to ſhew his 
poſſitive approbation, or liking of ſuch ſeparate Mectz 
ings 3 but rather, that he lookes upon them as 7#- 
convenient, and onely Tolerable, not for themſelves , 
but ſome other ends, and conſequently, that the per- 

miſſion, 
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.. miſſion of them, is a leſſer inconvenience, that a ſe- 

vere Reſtraint would be, as things »ow.ſtand - I ſay, 
if it appear upon debate, ſo to be indeed, then *tis 
cvident, that both their izgernity and gratitude to 
God, and the King, will be better expreſs'd by their 
Conformity, and Loyal Obedience to the krowsn Laws 
in that caſe provided, then by the. ſe of the /iber- 
ty permited to the contrary. 

Eſpecially laſtly, if the matter of this liberty be 
not fo much as izdifferext, but plainly evil, both 7# 
it ſelf, and the Presbyterian judgment z for tis well 
known, that if the Kize ſhould not -onely approve, 
but command, not in a Declaration, but an AF of 
Parliament, that which the Presbyterians judge, or 
only /uſpe# to be unlawful, they will not therefore 
change their judgment or practice z or account that 
lawful or fit co bc done, becauſe it is ſo approved or 
commanded by the XKirg 3 much leſs hold themſelves 
oblidged in point of gratitude to do that which the 
King a//ows oxely; though it be contrary to their 
own perſwaſox ;, as the phraſe 1s. | 

Thus the ©xeſtion is opened and ſtated: | 

Ard thus, our work is cat out, and lies before us : 
Three things., the deſigz of this Diſcourſe requires 
me to make good. | 

I. That, -to gather themſelves into diſtinct and 
feparate Congregations, 1s a practice unlawful, in the 
judgment of the Presbyterians themſelves. 

2, The Scope of the Declaration 1s not to make 
ach meetings wore lawful, than they were: before, 
or to approvethem, as good and Iawtul. 

3. lhe inconveniencies of ſuch Meetings, eſpe- 
cially by the Presbyterians , are very likely to be 
great; and indecd juch as-may juſtly affrigtit them 
trom making experiment. While 
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While I labour to evince #heſe three Propoſitions, 
I ſhall make bold to dire my Diſcourſe to my Preſ- 
byterian Brethren : The other Non-Conformiſts are 
at a greater diſtance 3 and I cannot, but look upon 
them, as more ſenſeleſs of *the danger, and more rez 
gardleſs of *the good, and ſafety of the Chrrch : and 
more unreaſonable in their Propoſetions and Argu- 
mentations ; and conſequently not ſo much within 
our hopes to be prevailed upon, or to hearken to - 
Reaſon. - | ; 
And now , My Brethren, I beg your Charity: - 
(God knows my intention is charitable ) and what 
ever you think of my exds, weigh the reaſoz of 
things izdifferently ;; leaſt you are crxel to your ſelves © 
andthe Church of God. Why ſhould not reaſor pre- 
vail , when 'tis ſtrengthen'd with iz#ereſ#? Save 
your Soxls from fin, and the Chxrch, as much as in 
you lies, from Confuſion and ruine; this is certainly, 
the end of the Work : and that, methinke, ſhould 
ſuffice all that are for Truth and Peace without any - 


further enquiries or thoughts about the Authour. 
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SECT. IL. PROD, I. 


For the Preſbyterians to gather themſelves into diſtin? 
and ſeparate Congregations is unlawtul i# the judg- 
ment of the Presbyterians themſelves. 


Þ r the full Evidexce of this Propoſition, let me 
"Tbeſeech my Presbyterian Brethren to read it in 
their own /:ght : their can be nothing more clear in 
their princip/es, and Books, than are moſt undoubt- 
edly of that Perſwaſion , the ſirength and Stock of 


theis 
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their reaſon is found no where more, then 1n their 
Drſputes with the Independents 4 and in nothing A- 
gainſt them, ſo evidently, and invincibly, as in the 
preſent point, their ſ:tting up Altar ageinlt 4har, 
and their gathering Churches out of Churches, and 
yet this very Evil, you thus fall into your ſelves, 
Happy is be that condemneth not himſelf in the thing 
that be alloweth. 

Do not you allow our P. rochial Churches to be 
true Churches? and will you not account that ſzc/ 
Congregations, as ſhallbe gathered to your a/owed 
places, to be#rye Churches alſo? and whence can you 
think to gather ſuch Churches, but out of our Pars- 
chial Congregations?and is not this to gather Churches 
out of Churches £ was not this that zotorionus Crime, 
cven the very ſame, that yox have ever charged, and 


mightily oppoſed in the 1:dependents 2 Is it nota 


Schiſme in your own Sentences ? a Schiſm from the 
Church . of England, and particular Congregations? 
a ſinful dividing from our Governours, Members, 
Worſhip ;-and Afdemblies 2 That very thing, that 
rendred the Browniſts, in the judgments of the Pyri- 
tans, of old, Rank Separatiſts ? and Indeperdency of 
Jate, you know by whom, a great Schiſm 2 as was 
ſaid before. 


But in a Point of ſo much #2omert to the Caſe in 


hand, give me lcaveto bealittle more particnlay. 


1. It cannot be doubted, but the General Dg- 
Grine of the Old Puritans and Modern Presbyteri- 
ans was this, that- they could not Conform in. the 
uſc of the Ceremonies, as Miniſters, yet, both thery- 
ſelves and all the people, were bound to hold the 
Communion of embers, with the Parochial Con- 
gregations-; and that a Departure from us, for the 

diſlike 
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diſlike of external Ceremonies is a ſinful Seperati- 
ON, 

2. Tis confeſsd, That a few of the Higher Form 
of Presbyterians cf /ate, being ſomewhat inclined 
in the point, to 7zdeperdency, would maintain, that, 
becauſe the Cor:ditions of our Communion, require 
{ome tlings, which toy 1h73:h, untawtul, or incon- 
venient, tincretore, they do lawfully ablent them- 
ſeives from our pavl:ck worlkip 5 though I mult 
needsnote, that j cannot diſcern how they are able 
to ſerve themſclves of that Hea, as to the things 
wherein they acknowicdge they ca communicate 
with us, lpccially now , ſince [;berty is permitted 
them to reſerve themicl ye infuch other things,as they 
{cruple art. 

.. However, this is as clear as the Sur, that the 
whotie current of Presbyterian principles, do bear 
mightily againſt gathering of Churches, and joyning 
In ſeparated Congregations, as with a little patience 
will eatily appear to the wreareſt capacity. 

The Londen Minifiers at Sion Col edge, in their 
L.ctter ts the A/embly of Divines to that purpoſe, 
printed 1645 prove the Izdeperdents to be guilty of 
Schiſme, clpeciallv, by theſe two pertinent Argu- 
ments : Firſt, ſay they, they refuſe Communion with 
our Churches in the Sacraments: Secondly T hey e- 
rect ſeparate Congregations under a ſeperate undil- 
covered Government, T heir Conclution is therefore 
they ought ſoft to be tolerated : and then ſure by a 
ſtronger conſequence, they ought not to be imitated, 
in crecting 1uch ſeparate Congregations, independent 
upon the preſent Government of the Church. | 

In the ſume Letter further onward, they charge 
the Independents with three great Scandals, 1, That 

B they 
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they ſeparated from the Church. 2. T hat they indea-- 
voured by drawing Members out of it to make up 
their ſeparate Churches, wo weaken and diminiſh the - 
Church. 3. That they indeavoured to get a Warrant 
to authorize both. viz. by a Toleration from the Ma- 
oi{trate, and then they conclude with theſe words, 
this wethinkto be plainly unlawful. 

Yea, was thjs ever a controveriic among the Preſ- 
byterians? did ever any Presbyterian make a doubt, 
or a queſtion of it? Did it not wholly lie as a Mat- 
ter ( and the great Matter ) of diſtinction and dif- 
pute between the two great parties; Presbyterian and 
Independent ? I am ſureit 1s ſo {ct down by the moſt 
learned and eminent of the Presbyterian Party, in 
the moſt ſynomy and exattelt of all the Books writ- - 
ten by them. I mean their Jus Divirum, or the Di- 
vine Right of Presbytery.. In the Preface to that 
Book, you have a collation. of the points 7z diffe- 
zexce ſet down one againlt another. And oze not. 
the leaſt is this : the dependent Churches are ga- 
thered out of other true Churches of Chriſt, with- 
out any leave orconſent of Paſtor or Flock: which 
the Presbyterians condemn. with ſome warmth, in 
theſe wholeſome words, which I wiſh, all that go un- 
der that. name, would ferioully conſider and fub- 
ſcribe to. They are thee. Parochial Churches are 
reccived as true vilible Churches of Chriſt, and moſt 
convenient for mutual edification. Gathering Chur- 
hes out of Churches, hath no foot ſteps in Scripture: 
is contrary to Apeſtolical practice : is the ſcattering 
of Churches : The Daxghter of Schiſmz 5 The A0- 
ther of Confuſion 5 but the Step-Mother of £ difica- 
701. 
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Objection I. 


'Tis poſſible ſome that would have it ſo , may 
make a ſhift to perſwade themſelves and others, that 
the publick a/owarnce of the gathered Churches may 
warrant and iuſtitie them , and deliver them from 
the ſcandal of Schiſn:. 

But I anſwer, there is oe thing that utterly defeats 
this Argument, even upon Presbyterian principles. 
*Tis this. Theſe New Congregations can have no mat- 
ter or members to be built withal, but ſuch as are 
taken ozt of true Churches - for ſuch the Presbyte- 
rians account our Parochial Congregations : and 
conſequently and unavoidably, theſe ew Congre- 
| 5g mult be $chiſmatical, your ſelves being 

udges. | | 

Y Indeed , ſo far is Toleratior, in the ſenſe of the 
Presbyterians, from juſtifying ſuch diviſions and ſe- 
parations, that theſe ſeparations, being the foreſeen 
conſequents of Toleration, doin the ſenſe of the Preſ- 
byterians condemn Toleration it ſelf, For. the warm- 
eft Argument which you find :in the _—_— 
Writings againſt Toleratioz, as you will ſee more 
anon, are ever taken from the Schiſmes, and Divi- 
ſions, Which they feared, and foretold would-follow 
upon lt. 

This was the main Scope of all their Sermons to 
that purpoſe before the Long Parliament: (the ma- 
terial paſlages, you have well collected together in 
a Treatiſe printed about two years agone, for which 
Col. ut of Caule,' they tiled Tolleratioz Intollerable, 
« Sermon of leaſt Schiſas ſhould be eſtabliſh'd by a Law, 
Dr, Burges. and the Conrch thereby undenes and the 
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Kingdome it{clf come to that paſs, (as the grave Hi- 
florian noted of old Rome )) that it will neither bear 
theR emredy nor endeavour the Cyre. 


Objed. 2. 


It was objected heretofore, by the Seperatiſts, and 
perhaps it may come in uſe now again, that ſuch as 
feperate from us agree with us in Do@rine, and dit- 
fer only in Afzutioribxs : and then why ſhould not 
their Churches be true Churches 2 I anſwer the @xe- 
flion is concerning their Schiſm , and this, none 
doubt, may be found where true DoFrine, in other 
points, 1s maintained. Schiſxe is an errour 11 pra- 
dice, not in Do@rine. A 

But, indeed, I tind this very objection, in one of 
t Mr. New. the Sermons of ove of the moſt Irearned and 
K comen {beſbof all the Presbyterians; and, I beſeech 
| you, receive his Aſwer, which is very weighty, and | 
pertinent. | 

Suppoſing this to be true, ſaith he, that they indeed 
differ from us in ſo ſmall matters, why then do they 
tranſereſs the Apoſtles Rule? why do they not keep their 
opinions about leſſer matters private, and have their 
Faith unto themſelves before God? 

Why do they , upon ſo ſmall differences, withdraw 
from COMMUNION with us, andthe reſt of the ; 
. Churches £ their bolding one Head and one Faith, doth | 
- wot excuſe them from being guilty of breach. of Union 

and downright Schiſm , fo long as they hold wot one 
Body, oe Baptiſme. | 7 
| Schiſm #7 Diviſtor: . faith he ( and-he doubtleſs 
ſpoke then the ſence of his Presbyterian Brethren ) z5 
this, when men are ſo addifed io ſome Men or to ſome 
Es WH! —_ Oute- 
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ontward Rites, that though they do agree.in the chicf 
points of Religion , yet they are eſtranged in their 
minds,and ingage themſelves intoFarties and FaCtions. 
Now, who arethey, faith he, that though they pro- 
feſs to agree with us in DoArine, have yet made alecel- 
fion and withdrawn themſelves, gathered Churches, 
engaged Parties. Conſider, and give Sentence. 


tte, 


SECT. IE. PxcP. II. 


The Scope of the Declaration, 7s rot to make ſuch Se- 
parated Congregations more lawful than they were 
before : or to approve them as g£00d and lawful. 


2 imagine, that the Ki-g ſhould intend to war- 

rant the goodneſs of Separationr, Or alter their 
evil nature, and to make them good and lawful, is 
againſt all colour of reaſox in his Declaration , and 
guilty of evil ſarmizes againlt his Crows and Digni- 
ty : and makes the Declaration obnoxious to it (clf, 
and the known Laws of the L ard. 

The Areuments, Which the K7zgis pleaſed to ac- 
knowledge did prevail with him, to grant the 7;:- 
dulgence, are not from any errour ſuppoſed to be in 
the Laws requiring Conformity, or from any worth or 
yoodnels that may be conceived to be izherert in ga- 
theredChurchcs;but from his owngrace and clemency 
and re-ſons of State : that the minds of male-contents 
may be quieted, Straxgers invited, fradeincouraged, 
and the danger of private Mectings , and Seditious 
Conventicles prevented. : 

Therefore, tis to be obſerved,that the ſaid Declara- 
tion doth direCtly and in termes acknowledg that the 
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Church of England is eſtabliſh'd by Law; the Church 
of England in oppoſition, and Contradiſtintion to 
private Meetings , both ſuch asare forbidden , and 
ſuch as ſhall be- a/leow'd of according to the Inzdul- 
gence, It moreover declares the Kings expreſs Reſos 
lation, meaning, and-intention tobe that the Church 
of England, be preſerved. zxtire, and be takento be 
as the Baſis,- Knle, and Standard of the general and 
p#blick, worſhip among us. But, as for other Meet- 
ings if condition'd according to the tenour of the 7z- 
dulgence, they ſhall be Tolerated, not for any worth 
or goodneſs there is thought to be in them; onely, 
becauſe of ſome accidental advantages, that, perhaps, 
the Toleration may draw after it. 

For it is very obvious and plain, that the Advay- 
tages mention'd, are ſuch, as are ſuppoſed, wilfol- 
low the Toleration ; and are not to be thought to be 
conſequent to the gathering of Churches, nor can any 
wiſe man think ſo. 

Nor is it fit, or becoming us to imagine, that to 

take this liberty, and to gather Churches, as a thing 

direFly and poflitively pleaſing to his Majeſty - 
though, asI ſaid, out of his clemency and for rea- 
ſons of State, heat preſent permits it. | 

In the Statutes the Kizrg direFly commands, that 
.you ſhall not ſeperate; in this Declaration the King 
doth not command any thing coztrary to* the Sta- 
.zxtes; much leſs, that you ſhould ſeperate: I think, 
_ ſately add, that the Declaration doth not ſo 
-much, as #zcommand or uninjoyn any thing, which 

.the Law properly commands or injoyns. 


The King is pleaſed indeed, to ſuſpend the executi-. 


07: of of the penal Laws - that is, he requires, by vir- 
tue of his prerogative, that Auch as offend the Law 


by 
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by Nox-Conformity or Recuſency, ſhall not be puniſh d. 
And I conceive, the offexce is/#ppoſed, in that the pe- 
zalty is ſuſpended. 

If we may ſpeak a little more nicely, we may war- 
rantably diſtinguiſh between the Law, and the exe- 
cution of it 5 and then the Declaration ſeems onely 
to ſuſpend the execution, and not properly to: meddle 
with the Law, The Lawhath two parts in its ſclt: 
the Preceptive and the Punitive : the Command , 
which is the moſt proper and obliging part of the 
Law, and the Pxriſhment annex'd to deter perſons 
{rom the Trazſereſſion of it. 

Now, me ſeems, the Declaration meddles with 


 weither of theſe parts of the Law; as/ach; but the 


Law retains all its own proper force and internal vi- 
gour, both to oblige and to puniſh; onely the exe- 
caution, which all know is extrizſick to the nature of 
the Laws 1s ſuſpended by the Declaration ;, as the ve- - 
ry words of it are, | 

Thus it ſeems the Conſcience hath no more [berty 
then it had before, though the body and the purſe 
have : and that the Laws requiring Conformity , - 
have as great a force to oblige us in Conſcience 1ti]] ; 
and that our doing cextrary thereunto, 1s as much 
a breach of the Law, as before, and therefore z/legal 
and in it ſelifevil; and, with reſpect of the Law, 
worthy of and liable to puniſhment. Though the 
King is pleaſed to command, tor other reaſons, that 
the pezalty ſhall not be inflicted. 

The $xxz of this matter, 1s, that both gathering 
Churches, and likewiſe zot Coxforming to the wor- 
ſhip of God with us, both thele, I ſay, arettil yz- 
lawful, and in Conſcience to be avoidcd ; and the 
Argument taken from Wrath, onely, or the penalty of 

man 
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#24n is removed by the Declaration, and nothing elſe. 

| Much more is the force of Geds Law, the ſame up- 
on us {t1!l - duty to God and his Church, is of an E- 
ternal and immutable Nature : This cannot berd with. 
Alteration of Humane Counſels: and this is as (tifly 
maintained by the Presbyterian as any. Now, my 
Lrethren give me lcave with ſome plainnejs to con- 
cludc,chat notwithſtanding the preſertToleration,you 
have ſ{ti]] many Arguments to Anſwer, even as many 
as before, if you venture upon ſeperation or erecting 
of new Congregations,ail the Arguments trom God's 
publique Worſhip , all thoſe tuken from the ſafety , 
anity, and peace of the Chiirch + yea, even thoſe that 
are taken from the Topic of humane Laws , both of 
Church and State © all theſe have their force fti]] up- 
on you , and bind your Conſciences as much zow, as 
befere the Declaration was made. 

All tke Arguments againſt ſeperation , by Mr. Ball 
and the reſt, called Puritans; and Presbyterians, par- 
ticularly thoſe lately of Mr. Baxter and Mr. Croſtoz 
for Communion With our parochial Congregation are 
{t1]] the ſame, and ought ro be axfwered, before you 
begin your work of ſcperation , and think of build- 
Ing any new Synag2gus. now What Ialls you can 
make ſirong enough to ſecure you, in point of Conſci- 
exce, againlt the battcries ot 10 great a torce, give 
ie ;cavc tofay you may do well , tirft to Conſeder. 


Objedion. 


I know it wil: be ſaid, that you have the approba- 
tion of Authorityior your Seperation , and gathering 
Cliurchcs- an, that this is more thalt the Judgarent 
ot private men. 


But 


* 
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But,give me leave to anſwer: thzs objetion lavours 
of great preſumption andpartiality:of preſumption,tor 
where hath the Kizg or his Counſel told you , that 
tr:ey do approve of your ſeperation or gathering 
Churches > I am ſure not in che Declaration, 

Indeed the Kizg is pleaſed toſay, that ſuch places 
as you ſhall deſire (if not judged by himſelf to be in- 
conveniert ) and ich pcrjions as fhall be choſen to 
preach in thoſe places , fail fr{t be approved by him- 
felt ; but where doth he ſay, that vour weeting to- 
gether inſuch places, ſhall be liked or poſitively ap- 
proved of by him? there are two branches of. the 
Kojal favour expreiied, 1, That the execution of the 
panal laws ſhall be and are ſuſpended 3 wherein the 
Papiſts as well as other Recuſants are concerned. 2. 
That puvlique places and perſons to preach inthem , 
ſhalt de allowed, wherein the PapiSFs are excluded. 
But the Kizg is vleaſed to inform us , that zh7s is the 
fruit of his Indulgence to other mens Conſeiences, and 
not hzs own, he no where airh , that ſuch ſeperations 


. areagreeableto his own 7#clinvation;, and the mean- 
.. ing ffom the whole drift and general ſcope of the de- 


claration,, I humbly conceive is but; this ,: that to 
prevent greater inconveniencies , eſpecially the d1(- 
orders of lawleſs Conventicles, the inconvenience of 
gathering Churches ſhall be tolerated, provided they 
mect only in ſuch places as are open, and firſt known 
and approved by his Acajeſtie : and hence it ſcems to 
me, vcry diſloyally and ungratetully inferr d , that 
your ſeperations have the Kings approbation. 

\ But Secoxdly, as you thus preſume upon the King , 
ſo you are too too partial in yourſelves, You very 
well 4zow and have given the World cauſe enough tv 
underitand, that the —_— approbation {i2nifies but 
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18  Toleration: 
little with you, where your owz is wanting, other-- 
wiſe, your Conformity: had long ſince jfuperceded 
the preſent 1#dulgence. It hath appeared, that ſuch 
feperation and gathering Churches, is unlawful z 
priori and antecedently to the Declaratiox, and 
that very zotorionſly in the judgment of the Beſt if 
not all the Presbyterians ; and- if ſo ; what is the 
Kings probation or command with you to make it law- 
Fel, or praQical, or fit tobe done ? 
Let us put the caſe, that-we were all in Vtopia, 
{ forT dare not ſo 'much as imagine it ſhould ever 
fall out to be ſo in Exg/and)and that the pexralty of the 
Laws againſt Theft, Murther, and Adnitery was ta- 
ken off, and an allowance given for pxblick meetings, - 
wherein ſuch villanies ſhould be ordinarily praG#7- 
fed. Pray tell me, (and I know you need not ſtudy 
the point) what judgement would you make in this 
caſe? Do you think: the Laws of God. and Nature 
would loſe any of their. force by this Indulgence ? 
F know you do not. And Iknow alſo, that you may- 
pardon and indulge an Argnment by Arzalogy from 
Juftire topiety : the propoſitions of both being ac- 
' knowledged, both by the 0/d-and New Philoſophy, 
and all kind of Divinity, to be of 3#1mmtable and e-- 
ternal verity. 


- SECT. I, Pro?. II, 


The inconveniencies of ſuch Meetings, eſpecially by 
the Presbyterians, are likely to be wery great, and 
ſad ; ard ſuch as may juſtly: afſright them from 
making the Experiment. 


Itherto we have argued the matter inpoint of 
| | way pg : now at laſt, let Praderce be heard: 
tor there is.no queſtion , but the Pre&ice will be 
found altogether as inconvenient as 'tis unlawful : 
and the inc@aveniencies ſuch, as will not onely das 
mage the Church and Kingdome, but more particu» 
larly prejudice your own Party. © ForFirſt, . 


The Firſt Inconvenience. 


Reſpes the SECTARIES., 


By ſeperating and gathering Cl. urches your ſelves, 
you will plainly lay down the Cxdge!s, and beg the 
peace, and, in ctiect, the pardon, of all the reſt of 
the SeFarjes, as well as the Independents, as to the 
great points aboveſaid ; 1mplicitely cexfeſſing the 
error and folly of your former, ſo long, and ſo fierce 
oppoſition, againſt their Seperations; which, as much 
as In you lies, you will j«ſtifiez by ſetting up your Altar 
againſt oxrs, and drawing our people into your ſe- 
le# Congregations , which , methinks, ſhould be 
grievous both to your perſons and cauſe, . And which 
1s far worſe and irkeſome, you will hereby tacitely, 
and it the ,opinion of = idering men, ackowledg, 

2 2 | that 
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that cither your principles change with the times, 
C a thing not eaſily to be obſerved in $4 in any 
thing elſe ) or elſe , which is worſt of all, that your 
intereſt lay at the bottom, and was the onely Spring 
and'wheel of your zeal, and all your motions, and hot 
diſputes againſt the SeFaries; which youd?ſembled, 
and difenis'd undet thoſe other Arguments of Schiſnz 
and FaFion, and the like. O Rather, let your A4x- 
cient and commendable zeal againſt ſeperation be well 
remembred,-and you will not eaſily be drawn by the 
preſent temptation to a praftice ſo maniteltly contra- 
di&ing it, to'the dammage of the Church, and the 
ſhame of your profeſſor. 

Conſider , I beleech you, and ſee before hand, 
how like to Independent Apes ( pardon the expreſi1- 
on ) your New Congregations will make you look, 
Tour Churches will be gathered astheirs : you can ad- 
miniſter Baptzſzze and the Lords Supper to none, but 
thoſe of your own ſe/c# number: you cannot excrciſe 


diſcipline , but by the conſent of your people - neither 


can you have any C hurch Government but in your 
ſengle Congregations, and that too Independent upon 
all other. Thus, as others are Independents by choice 
and profeſiion, you will make your/elves lo by neceſ- 
fits 3 and that neceility ſach, as you wilfully throw 
your felves into, againſt all the light of Presbyte- 
rian Conſcience, Prudence, and Intereſt; by a need- 
leſs and ſinful, a Jcanialons and miſchievous ſepera- 
tion.” 

In v4aiz do you think to help your ſelves, and to 
ſatisfie the World, by pleading the woderation of 
your Frinciples - and that you will believe our Paro- 
chial Congregations are trxe Churches, which the of 
ther SeFaries deny.For beſides that many of the7nde- 

pendents, 
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pendents acknowledge the ſame , this is the great ag- 
gravation of your Schiſm : for-why then do you ſe+ 
perate. from us ? Others , when they leave us thiak 
they go out of Babilox: you acknowledge you go 
out 0® $7073 and moſt directly and expreſly gather 
Churches out of Churches, that are true Churches , 
both in themſelves and your own judgement : and 
thus put Jour own heads , under the ſame gilt , 
which the SeFaries were unwilling to bear. 

Yet, this very conſideration of the Indulgence , 
yields no ſmall addition to the Jegravation : for the 
reaſon for ſeperation is much abated, though the 
temptation be increaſed, You have zot plainly ſepe- 
r..ted while the conditions of our Communion were 
more hard and ttrict upon you, and why will you 
ow doit? Now, I ſay, while liberty is allowed you 
to 0-71t what you like not, and yet keep your ſeats, 
and your fellowſhip with us ? 


The Second Inconvyenience. 


From your Brethrens ſence of Toleration, $i. 


Another 1/ſchief that apparently befalls you by 
ſuch a praTice, is the condemning your felves, and 
the Presbyteriay Doctrine in the point of Toleration ; 
which, you will hereby plainly allow and encou- 
rage againſt all the former earzeſizeſ, and moſt ve- 
hement zeal of your Brethrem, to the contrary; it by 
virtue of the preſent Tzdulgence', you {hall ſet up 
your Churches againſt the Eſtabliſhment and. give 
Example to the rcit of the Se&arjes ſo to do, under 


the protection of a Toleration. OE. 
C3 For 
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For conſider , have not all that have been exwinent 
in your way , very Stifly withitood and argued, up- 
on all occaſions, againſt a gexeral Toleration? yea, 


have not you lately refuſed the comprehenſion , and 


denyed ſo great an advantage to your ſelves, be- 
c:uſe you could not have it , without a general To- 
leration? ſo that now, though there be a Toleration 
and a eorrnivence granted without you, yet the Com- 
prehenſion is not admitted, but the Church of England 
ſtands#altered and as it was before - yea, it may not 
be amiſs to advize with your ſelves, whether your 


..reaſon and paſſion at preſent , ſuggeſt not ſome argu- 


ments againſt the Indulgence you would ſeem to re- 
joyce in? 

Pray, look well upon that deformed face your 
own glaſs preſents a gezeral Toleration with , ( for 
here, Iſtand in your perſox), and declare your ſerce 
about Toleration , and not wy own © far be it from 
me, to condemn or cenſure his gracious Majeſties 
preſent T-dulgence , yet doubtleſs, every man ought 
to endeavour in his place that it be not abuſed ; and 
this is all that I have to do, well knowing that his 
Majeſties Counſel may have greater reaſon to Advize 
a Toleration , than any of his S»bjeFs to abuſe the 

liberty permitted by it. ) 

I am inclined to believe that no arguments can be 
found ſo powerfull to prevent the abuſe of this liberty 
In our PresJbyterian brethren,as thoſe which the ableſt 
Presbyterians uſed formerly to prevent a Toleration : 


--and.Il hope it will be, therefore, no offence to the 


government to remember my brethrex of them, for 
;:fo good -an end. 

Their Arguments, I find, were chiefly taken, from 
League and Covenant, and from the miſchievous cor- 


ſequencies ofa general. Toleration. I 
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[ ſhall but briefly touch the foxxer , only my bre-- 
. threamay do well to mind, that they have at lealt, 
as much reaſon to conceive they.are bound by their 
Coverrant againlt Schiſm , and things really evill, as 
againſt that that.is zo: ſo; but moreover, 1s made 
neceſſary to us þy tie Law of the Land. Now thus, 
the London Zipnifters in their letter to the Aſſembly , 
conclude, that ſuch a Toleration 1s utterly repugnant 
and inconfiltent with the Sollezzz League and Cove- 
nant , for Reformation and defenſe of Religion , for 
_ Uniformitzand the extirpation of Schiſae 3 I know 
you are very unwilling to be thought to rexounce 
your Covenant; the conſequence of your brethren I 
leaveto your own conſideration. | 

The other argument againlt Toleration taken from + 
the frightfull Conſequences of it, is indeed tiicir Goli- 
ah, this becauſe it more 72z72ediately diſcovers their 
ſtrange reſentment, and fearful apprehenſions of - 
that very evil from which we have taken this pains | 
to deterr you : viz Schiſm, and erecting of ſeperate 
Congregations; I take a littlc more notice and ob- 

ſervation of it : and to that end , lam again a debtor 
to the book before quoted , called Tolleration diſap- 
proved, printed 1670. 

In that Book,, you have the judgment oftwenty of 
the molt exzinent Presbyterians in their Sermons be- 
fore the Lords and Commons , collected , againit To- 
leration ;, and their Arguments are generally taken 
from the ſame Topick,, the abuſe of it, by Schiſms 
and fattions. I fhall only trouble you with the ſavart 
diſcourſe of one of them, who ſpake the gezeral 

ſence of his brethren, after a warmer manner then or- 
dinary, but much to the purpoſe they are the words 
of Mr, Edwards , as I find them in the foreſaid Col- 
leFion, That 
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That Miniflers, faith he, in our times may be a 
means to preyent and ſuppreſs the errours,herefies 8& 
Schiſtrs,they mult not only often preach againſt them 
but they thauld ſet themſelves againſt all the wayes, 
by which errors are come inand are further coming 
in upon ns, and oppoſe them by preaching and wri- 
ting, as Lay-mens preaching, the gathering of Chnr+ 
ches, and above all Tolcration. — If miniſters will 
witnclhs for.truth, and again(t errours , they muſt ſet 
therafelves in a ſpecial manner againſt a Toleration, 
as the principal Inlet to all Herette and errour, — a 
1Toleration will undo all : firit being in Sceptiſm in 
Dottrine, and loofacls of life, and afterwaras all 
Atheiſm, 

Let us therefore, as he gocs on, fill all Preſſes, 
cauſe all Pulpits to ring, and lo poileſs the Parliazrent 
City and the whole K;-gdem againſt the Scfts, and of 
the evil of Schiſm and Toleration : that we may no 
more hear of Tolcration nor of ſeperated Churches, 
being hatefull names in the Church of God, Amen, 
Amen, 1 

The London Miniſters from $70x-Colledg ſent their 
fears allo about Toler.tion to the Aſſembly of Divines 
and were they not raiſed upon the ſame grounds? Mr. 
Trapp an Expoſitor of thc Bible, bath among his notes 
upon Exodus colleted out of that letter, theſe words 
to. our purpoſe. What ſecret and ſubti] projeFs and 
practiſes are there amongſt xs of this Nation; to 
bring in an #7iver(al, boundIcfs,Lawleſs,abominable, 
and i#tellerable 1 oleration ? which will prove an hi- 
deous .and complexive evil of molt dangerous and 
miſcheivous.conſequencies, if ever (which God for- 
bid, as they ſay) it ſhould be conſerted to by Autho- 
r-ty, England \kail be (wallowed up with Sects, 
| Schiſms 
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S$ckiſms, diviſions, diſorders, contentions, and con- 
fuſions, and become an odious. Sick and common 
Receptacle of all the prodigious errors, lies, Here- 
ſies, Blaſphemies, libertiniſm, and profaneneſs ; ſo 
that Rome it ſelf, {hall not be a more odious Cage 
and puddle ofall 4bomination and uncleanneſs. The 
Godly ſhall fit down and lamentus , the wicked ſhall 
riſe up and inſult over us: all the Nations about ns, 
ſhall be amazed at us - all the' Reformed Churches 
{hall be aſhamed to, own us, | 

This 1s the ſad profſped the Presbyterians once had 
of .a Toleration , but not ſo much for its own ſake 
you ſee, as for the fearſull effes, or rather abuſes of 
It. All the miſchiets procced rather from the perſors 
Toleratedthen from Teleratisn it {elf Irideed the Pres- 
byterians were thus vchemently bent againſt Tolerati- 
91 it ſelf, becauſe they conceived that the miſchiefs 
of it were unavoidable, and inſeparable from it : in- 


- fomuch that though I have nothing to ſay againſtthe 


Toleration, yet , I cannot but wonder, that the ſp;- 


.7it of Presbytery ,-{ſhould ever like 1t, or rejoyce 
-1n it, 


Can any change of times alter the Eternal reaſon 
of things? or reconcile any ſober party ,' to the 
means of a gexeral ruine ? ſhall we be the ſame , and 
unalterable in every thing that may break the peace , 
and diflolve.n;ty, and onely admit a change in our 
minds and practiſes in ſuch things, as.are morally ze- 


_ cefſary topubliqueſecyritz?God forbid. 


Perhaps ,. you will fay you care not for.a Tolerati- 
or : but conſider, can you more ſignally ow/Necog- 
nize, or more expreſly give your unfeigned «4/ezFand 
_— unto, and approbation of both Toleration ad 
Schiſm , thennotonly by — to eſca | 
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zalty of laws, and to live quietly in a ſtate of Sepe- 
ration , by virtue of it, but alſo by taking the ut- 
moſt 4dvartage of it, for the erecting diltinit and 
ſeperate Congregations to your ſelves? 

I ay again, tisnot my bulineſs to ſpeak againſt a 
Toleration, but my cndeavour is to prevent the a1iſ- 
chiefs of it,thoſe miſchieſs of Schiſm and endleſs ſepe- 
rations, that made the thoughts: of Tolergtioz ſo 
horrible to your Fathers. You may chooſe whether 
you will put it to that 7//zſe, for which they ſo much 

. feared it, donot then divide the Church, do not ſe- 
perate from us, aboveall, do not dare torun fo con- 
trary to peace and unity,and the juſt ſentiments of all 
your eminent leadcrs, that are gon before, as to 
creCt zew Churches, in oppoſition to us + and to the 
incouragement of our com02 enemics,and the Scax> - 
daland Hazard of the poor diſtreſſed Charch of Emn-. - 
gland, 


The third ! nconvenience. 


from the nature of the practice 


Another Tzconvenicrce., which perhaps you are 
not yet aware of, will mect you 1n your work; e1- 
ther while you are gathering your Churches,or when 
gathered: or both. 

If you meet but with a ſezgle Inconvenience in this 
work, I ſhall think you are very lack; eſpecially, 
if your province ly in the Conntry, for conſider afore- 
hand, from how many folds, I mean Pariſhes, you 
muſt fetch your flock: and then the obſervation 
of former Presbyterians, from the experience 
of the Independents, taken will preſently mind you 

| of 
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of one great incorveniznce ; for ſo they reputed it. 
For, if you gather Ciurches as the Independents 
did , your embers muſt neceſlary live at too 
great a diſtance one from another, to perform 
the Offices of Church-Members one to another 3 
or for the. 147ziſter to perform his office to them . 
al]; without much trouble and manifeſt inconve- 
wience. This Argument, I remember, the Preſ- 
byterians uſed, to ſhew the anreafonableneſs of 
gathered Churches, after the mode of Tndeper- 
dency. ; 
And now I have mentioned Independency , it 
. comes into my mind, that the cumming Of the 
Independents, may put a very ſhrewd 7zconve- 
7ience upon you : they uſe, you know, to be ever 
before hand with you; and it is ten to one, but 
they will prevent you in this New experiment, 
and if they chance to ſhake the Tree before you 
come, for ought you know, the fruit, that was 
ripe and ready for you, had you come in Sea- 
fon, may fall in their Lap : and what remains 
when you endeavour to ſhake ton late, may be 
found too ſtiffe and fixd, and beyond your 
ſtrength; and the 3-conwvenience of Labour in Vain 
you may find for your pains; beſides the d;- 
rifon of both Parties the Independent , that 
hath ſhew'd you a trick, -and the true Proteſtant, 
'that yeu cannot ſhake , though you would fain 
do it. And Iſhould hold it adviſeable for you, 
rather not to attempt, then to run the hazard of 
a double bafte. For if this ſhould chance to be 
your lot, you will. be ſomewhat ſenſible of the 
inconvenience you have ſuffered in providing the 
D 2 ; Flace 
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' place to meet in , and procuring .his Majeſties: 


Toleration 


Approbation , both of the place and your: ſelves 
to nopurpoſe . 

But, I know you have a better confidence, and I am 
contented to ſuppoſe,that you may poſiibly gather 
together a -few ira;ling ſheep.out of other mens 
folds,but are you ſure to keep them together? for 
they.do not preſently forſake their wardring gift , 


' there will not be. wanting ſuch, as may exer+ 


cile your-vigilancy, by undermining you, and 

endeayouring to flock them away from you ,. and 

pay you for us, in your coin. | 
Beſides , if you caſt a little with your 


ſelves, how great the trouble will be to-your 


peaple .in coming often, together , belides the 
znconſiſlency of the preſent poverty, and want 
of monies, among the people ; and the .necel- 
ſity of paying 4heir Tithes to their own Pariſh- 
Miniſter, with a liberal maintainance for your 
pains amongſt them, woluutarily to be beſtowed 
upon your ſelves; and laſtly , the idifferency or 
Nullity in Religion which a Tolleration, a lt- 
berty - may reduce the Common ſort of the 
People to ; all theſe I ſay, put together , may 
accumilate. ſo conſiderable an inconvenicence, 
that a wiſe and. prudent proſpe# of it, may 
peradventure , afford you reaſon ſufficient, not 
to begin 3 if not to aſſure you of a ſpeedy 
end. of ſuch wild projets: and that in a lit- 
tle time, ſuch gathered meetings will even 
dwindle away. of themſelves , into their firſt 
Original of zething. For you may not . too 
baldly 
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boldly expect any great bleſſing from God for 
them , ſeeing, they are ak out of. his way 
and their owz too; as they were at firſt gathe- 
red, in oppoſition to his Chyrch, and contrary 
to his word, and the profeſſed principles of 
ſuch - as buſie themſelves about them. 

But theſe are the Inconveniencies that attenc' 
the Coxrtry; and you are wiſer and know how 
to prevent and avoid them all, by planting 
your ſelves in greater Towns: this gives me 
occaſion to enlarge a little further upon an 
inconvenience | lately hinted , but now meets 
us again wore diretly in the Streets of Ci- 
ties and Corporations, the places deſigned , 
it ſeemes, for your happier Adventures: For 
here alſo, the: other.. SeCtaries will have the 
ſame reaſon- of their own 7ztereſt; to fit down 
too, and ſet up: for themſelves again{ you, as 
well as ws. Tis granted indeed, that tis more 
then poſlible the .Novelty and izduftry of your 
endeavours, may ſomewhat; leſlen. our Corgrega- 
tions; but.there is the fame poſlibility that the 
wily Independent will draw from yours, and 
the Anabaptiſt from his, and the @uaker that 
Common Shore ,, drain the Anabaptifis and all 
the reſt, yea , who can aſſure you that all theſe 
other SeFs, may not conſpire together , againſ: 
their old and perchance not yet forgotten , 
enemy , the Presbyteryan ? and that I {fear 
you wil find to be no ſmall Inconveni- 
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But ſeriouſly, -my brethren, you may eafily fore- 
ſce,how little the advantage will be to your waz,by 
gathering among ſo many ſkrflers, and yet how ne- 
ceſllary and great the diſadvantage and confulicn 
will be,both to the Church and Kingdom: which 
the;God of peace and order, in his mercy to 
| both, give you wifdome to conſider , and pre- 
vent in time, 


The fourth Inconvenience. 
Reſped s your preſent Conformity. 


Another inconvenience is. refle&ted upon you, 
from that meaſure of Communion, which moſt 
of you, have hitherto held with the Church of Ex- 
gland.if you now depart and fall quite away from 
us. For thus, you will publiſh to the world,that 
your compliance with us, before the Toleration , 
was not out of ſence of dyty, or love of peace 
and #7ity , or any other good end; but meerly 
out of $laviſh fear , of puniſhment , by the exe- 
cution of the Laws; which being now ſuſpended 
| the ſpring of your wotion 18 weakened , or bro- 
ken, wherefore you fly off and conform no lon- 

3 

'Tis plain, that, ſo doing, you proclaim your 
cowardice, or a love of licentionſneſs : or worſe, 
you put on /iberty for a cloak of maliciouſneſs 
and revenge upon the Church, and not as the 
ſervants of Chriſt , which be far from you. 

For if you did not apprehend it your duty to 
conform, when you did ſo, you conformed = 
wr alt 
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wrath, and not for Conſcience ſake; and argued 
a defect in your conrage to ſuffer for Conſcience. 
But if you did conform before, out of Conſcience 
of your duty to God and the Church, you did 
well. Butnow, why 1s it not duty ſtill > what 
hath diſebliged your Conſcience finee ? If you now 
leave us, you renounce your Conſcience, and 
ſhew your warxtozrneſs and love of liberty, more 
than duty: or, which I am loath to think, you 
deſign ill againſt the Church of England. 

Continue therefore, and proceed to worſhip 
God together with us, then all is well. Conſcz- 
ence 1s late : duty 1s performed : and the Church fo 
far ſecured : and none of theſe inconvent ncies 
can diſturb you, or evil ſuſpitions faſten upon 
you. | | 
' Others among you have erred upon the other 
hand, and denied to conform in fome reſpeCts, 
out of aſtrange and z#towardly principle of har- 
dineſs againſt Law and Government ; ſaying, they 
would not be coxpelF'd to their duty. Others, 
have more ſ/icly and cunningly pleaded their 
Chriſtian liberty againſt conformity ; urging, that 
becauſe ſome things izdifferent in themſelves, 
were commanded; and becauſe their attendance 
upon the Common-prayer was injoyn'd and 7#- 
forc'd by Law, their Chriſtian liberty was thus in- 
vaded; and as Cbriſtians they are bound to ftand 


faſt in that Liberty. 


To both theſe Objectors, there happens an 7z- 
convenience, ( if they now ſhoul1 ſeperate _) even 
from the Declaration it ſelf, tor if anſwers your 
objections, by letting you at /berty : me the 
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force of your Argument, isgon with the force of 
compulſion for that notable hinderance of-your 
conformity ts perfectly removed -out of your 
way. | 

if you ſhould #ow ſeperate, where is:your 2ge- 
»wity? or the ſprcerity of your plea? you were 
loath to be compelled; you may do your duty to 
God and the Church freely and without compul- 
fien; you have now no temptation left you, to 
prize /zberty above duty : you need no longer o- 
mit your dxty to keep your Kberty; or to.rum 
away. from that that you may ſtand fait in this. 
Rejoice then in your /zberty, but do your duty - 
which 1s, certainly the trueſt, and beft, and fa- 
felt way of xſirg your liberty , and the Kings 1z+ 
dulgence in his Declaration. 


The-fft and laſt Incoavenience. 


Diviſions zake way for Confulton 
and Popery. 


Laſtly , what other frits of Diviſions can be 
thought of, thar your /Jeperation gives us not 
cauſe to fear ? what contentions, exvyings., cla- 
mours, animoſites ,. and evil ſpeaking? what-ma- 
fice, hatreds, evil ſurmizes, cenſuring and con- 
demning one another 2 where ezvyizg , and firife 
is, there 1s Confuſion and every evil work: yea , 
what can we reaſonably expect but the decay of 
Religion , the waſting of Conſcience , the increaſe 
of profaneneſs , and the groth and ſpreading if not 


.the everflowing of Popery? and indeed of Atheiſm; 


things 
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the judgment of your Brethrez , as before is no- 
ted, and you your ſelves can hardly be perſwaded 
to have any better hopes. 

Plats teacheth, that in all Common-wealths, up- 


on juſt grounds, theremay be ſome charges ; and 


I doubt not, but his Majeſty and Counſel will uſe 
a vigilance, eſpecially in time of Liberty, that 
ſhall bear proportion to the Serpertire ſubtilty of 
this formidable Adverſary: yet the experience of 
many years aſſures us that the Papiſts are, with 
difficulty enough, reſtrained, and kept within 
Compals, by ſevereft Laws: and upon the leaſt 
alteration among us, it ſhall go hard it the Pope 
reap no advantage. . 
'Tis noted by Hiſtorians, that Fa@iens and Di- 
viſions among our ſelves in Eng/and have more 
then once already betray'd us to forreign Invaſion 
and uſurpation : when C2far firſt entred England, 
he was invited in, by the FaGtion of Mandubratins: 


and Tacitus acknowledgeth that the Factions and | 


Diviſions , which were among the Britains gave 
advantage to the Roman witories. And Vortz- 
gerne, firſt got the Britifh Kingdom, by the ſame 
method of Faction; and then called in the Sax- 
ons  who'taking the ſame advantage of thoſe 
—_ made themſelves Maſters of all. LZaſt- 
ly, When the Normans took England they were 


alſo called in, and poſſeſſed themſelves hy the 
means of ſome Fa#iens, that were among us, 
eſpecially the FaCtion of Farl Goodwin and his 
Son Toſtax, | 


E | What 


things which you as well as we do delire. God of 
his mercy toavert from us? Reflect a little upon' 
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' What hath beets may be: ©. let not our Divi 
ſons. tempt the Romares totrie again 2, dare you, 
my Brethren, make a Breach to let them- in? they 
are forward enough to come unimnvited, havy- 
Ing amind to both our City and Natiorn , but do 
yon take heed of the old Proverb, that the Pope 
fhall come upon the Puritans Back. | 

My Bretheren , I know , you hate Poperyd in 
your hearts; yet let me beſcech you, to take 
heed of having a hard in its 7ztrodu@ion, while 


you are #0t aware. Remember, our Strexgth lies' 


not in Number, but in Uzion , while you are bu- 
ſie in building an Ark, behoid the Philiftjans at 
hand to take it from you, while you are labouring 
towardsa Harveſt, theſe ſiie Foxes have fire in their 

Tails. " 8 $IY 
I queſtion not. the Iiſdomre and circumſpection 
of the Goverament, but I adviſe you heartily: not 
fo to «by/e your Liberty, as to hazard our Religion 
and exthral our Perſons, our Church and Nation, 

in Syperſtition and Popilh Bondage. | 

'-Exgland 'i9-the Strength and Beauty... and for 
ovght you know too, the beſt ſecurity under God, 
of all the Reformed Churches; and for ought you 
know too, your continuing and proceeding to 
widen” the Breach; may prove a1ſad means: of let- 
ting mm the Sea 'of Rowe as a' Torrext upon the 
whole Reformation. EZ OTE At '\ 
Be it far from you, my Dear Brethren, to run 
ſuch deſperate hazards + or to number your ſelves 
Mr. Clirk xt With thoſe (to uſe the-words of Friexd 
of 21; Heeri\ Gf yours ) with: thoſe I fay that'care 
Burfows. not what the Dzviſtors are it fo be'their 
| Jurn 
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Turn may be ſerved ; this is abominable,(faith te) 
and _—_— is that man that wifheth for, or rejoyo2t;, 
in, orſeeksthe continuance of Dziviſons for ſuch 
baſe ends, yea( as he adds bravely) he isnot wor- 
thy to breath in ſo good an Air, as England is, 
that would not willingly lay down his life, to cure 
the preſent Diviſions that are among us, 

I have only to add, that if all that hath been faid, 
ſaffize not to perſwade you to forbear dividing; to 
ſo great a ſcandal, and ſo many hazards of this 
poor Church 3 you mult give me leave, to ſuninor 
Jou to anſwer me another day. 


Farewell. 


